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2. 4 ? bart ic 


MITES S, 


' ingen 
Praye 


- To His Worthy Friend, 


Mr. John Denton, 


In Southwark, near London. 


HE Conception and Birth of theſe Two Sermons was 
ſhort and ſudden, as the 7 ydings of the Death of 

* your Dear Brother, my Cordial Friend, was ſurpri- 
di to me; and the Tranſcribing of theſe Fe 24 
: Ban wnexpetied Motion, managed ſomething prepoſterouſly, 
h 2 Hleght Hand, ſnatch d from my many otber preſſing 
JOcea/rons, and now ſent to you, upon the Regueſt of ſome 
Felatiovs te you and your dear deceaſed Brother, by bis 
ery weak unworthy Paſtor, who had the Fats 8 4 
him, and Inſpection over him, many Tears, ani can teſtiße 
the Comfort of bis ſurviving Friends, that he was a Man 
Bf good Underiftanding, ſolid Judgment, ſavory Spirit, and 
| Blameleſs Converſation ; of good uſe in the Society where be 
pas a Member, beloved of all that knew lim, and very 
 Imitable in his modeſt, humble, chaſte Converſation, in a 
ingle Condition; his Contempt of the World, Mortifiedneſs 

fo Pleaſures and Honours, Diligence in both general and 
bart icular Calling, Hudying the Word of God, reading good 
Books, conſtant Attendance on Ordinances, writing Sermons, 
agenuous arking Caſes of Conſcience ; bis Abilities in 


Prayer, Diſcourſe, ſeriouſneſs in the practict part of Reli- 
ng et. — gion; 


— 


The Epiſtle Dedicatory. 

ew; to which Many will bear their Teſtimony, ard are ce 
— for the loſs of lim. Theſe things I write to you, n 
as intor ming you, nor flattering him, which cannot at all add 
ro Lis preſent Happineſs, but to quicken ws in our Dili 
gence, and as a Memorial of the Dead that dye in the Lord; 
for God bath faid, The Memory of the Juſt is bleſſod 
ani ſuch as have cb:aine a gocd Report thro? Fait 
may be preſerted to ſurviving Generations, for their imi 
tation, eſpecially fence our dead Friend left uw Poiterity : 
tear up bis Name. 

No:twithtanding bis even Carriage, yet his FHeavent 
Father thought (it to exerciſe bim towards the latter end of 
his days with Severe Afeictions, both in his Body and Spi 
Fi: : His Body was a meer Skeleton, worn away, decrepit ; 
and tho be had been very active and agile, yet bad mucl 
ado to go upon Crutches, thro' a violent Rheumatiim ſes 
zing his lower parts : His Mind was much —_— with 
the ſenſe of bis own guiltiveſs. great unprofitableneſs unde 
Means of Grace, much Unbelief, Hypocrifie, which oft gav 
bim occaſſon to call bis ſtate into queſtion ; ſo that be tol, 
me be had great Fears upon him aboat his Sincerity, and 
queſtioned how matters would prove at laſt, and Satan ſe 
i with his violent Temptations, and GOD alſo ſuſpende, 
the Light tf his Countenauce and Sealings of his Spirit; 
that he walt d in darkneſs for a confiderable time + Tet 
before he dyed, the Lord ſcattered bis Fears, erected bi 
FFopes, and ſhined upon his Soul with the Beams of his Love 
and the Lord carried him off the Stage comfortably, hom 
rably, yea, triumphantly. He flept in the Lord July the 
Fifth, and was interred at Hallifax July the Eig btb, 1695 

The Spiritual Legacies he left were, 1. Advice to bis 
Friends; 2. This Text. LY; 

r. He had given ſeveral weighty pieces of his Counſel 
to ſeveral of bis Friends and Relations formerly; near bis 
End be ſaid to a Toung Mas that came to vifit 2 
85 8 | Friend 


— — 


nn. N 
oy 


l be Kpiſtle Deaicatory. 
Friend! now, by the Grace of God I am ready; come 
Lord Jeſus: Oh, be ſure you get ready for this dying 
hour; ſee to the getting of the Spirit of God, in what 
you do, you may pump for Expreſſions and Aſtections, 
but. ſee you ger the Spirit of God, for where the Spirit 
is, there is Liberty. Several things beſides he ſaid, but 
the Diſtemper going up into his Head, and be not ſl-eping of 
a long time, was not ſo ſenſible and capabie of Diſcourſe as 
he had been. r | , 
2. The other Legacy he left was this Text. A Relation 
of his apprehending danger of his Death, asked him what 
he would have me to do for bim (le having even an hint 
of his Mind before) he anſwered, He would dejire me to 
preach a Funeral Sermon out of thoſe words, Job 10. 7, 
There is none that can deliver out of thine hand. IH 
notice of it then I was abroad, and at my return preached 
on Lord's Day, July 14. 1695, on that ſecend part, accor- 
ding to Order, but have prefixed ſomething to it on the for- 
mer part of the Text, becauſe I knew it was, firſt, proper to 
him, ſecendly, profitable to us all; and wiſb from my Soul 
we could all appeal thus fincerely to the Heart-ſearching . 
God, who then would tranſmit car afflicted Souls and Bodies 
out of the hands of Fuſtice into the hands of Mercy. 
There's none of the Servants of God, but they meet with - 
a ſevere Purgatory iu this Life, and paſs through Seas of 3 
Trouble to the Haven of Reſt, which make them Sea-fick, 1 
and did not our bleſſed Pilot ſecure them, they would ſplit Pal. 42. il 
upon dangerous Rocks of Preſumption or Deſpair : ſometimes | 


Deep calls to Deep, which imports, (as a learned Expoſi- P* e, | 


tor obſerves) 1. Variety or plurality of Evils, and Evil in A i 
one kind to an Evil in another ; Troubles of Body, Mind, f 
eftate, manifold Temptations; without Fightings, with- 2 Pet. . ©- 4 
in Fears. 2. Conjunct ion of Evils, one Evil within ano- IR 2 5: 
ther; not as in a Channel where Water runs, and leſſens in 
running, but divers Waters meeting, make a vaſt Flood; 

: ot * 


+ 


— | n_— te Ep Demeatory. : 
et ficc ly, Jut breach upon breach, 4 at once. © 
* 3 yr Connexion or dependance of one Evil upon 
| another ; one Calamity invites another, as if Gad purſued 
us til he make an end of us, proceeding in Puxiſbments, 
This was the Conception of this geod Man, that bad G 
Lund on his Boa'y, Saul, as if Earth, Heaven, and Hell 
confpired to mate lim every way miſerable ; Deſertions 
from Ged Temptations from Satan; for that curſed Coward 
ers on Ged s Children where they are weakeſt : God orders 
this for wiſe and gracious Evds, partly to try our Spirits, 
exerciſe Graces, prevent worſe Evils, keep us humble, con- 
form as t Chriſt, teach us to live by Faith, te long for 
Chrijt and Header, and prepare ns for druine Cordiads. 
Ze be jure, Ged s great care is to ſecure the mai Kate in 
his Chilaren ; He wil not ſuſjer their: Souls ta mifcarry ; 
Be would rather his Chiidren ſhould go lo Heaven m- 
ed, then go to Hed with ad their Liribs; yea, tt » may. be: 
they will march on faſter lame, or ſee Heavenly Things ber- 
ter when bodel; bizad, or hear God's Voice better when cor- 
foray de af tha otherwiſe : And onr Bleſſed Saviour faith, 
Nat. 5. 29. 3. It's better want any Member thas be damned. Str; 
Hrmors mut have ſtrong Phyſict to work them out dur bit 
ter Piis bring ſweet Health ; and the Almighty God fup- 
ports, ſauct tes, and at laſt ſatisfies the affitcted, tempted 
Seal, that all this was but necdſul. It was a fine Sayimgof 


Edo, Oiabolis magmpotens, nunquam eritommpotens+ 
The Devil is mighty, never Almighty; he may foil ws, lat 
ve ver eur Captain; the Lyou of the Tribe of Judah bats - 
camgeered the roaring Lyon. (182 82 9 
He little enow what ſhacts and batteries. we may meet 

with from G O D, Satan, Hor id, car own Conſcience .- if. we 
Ze-Graceleſs, Chrifticſs, wee to us. How dreadful is rbe 

cafe of a peor Sinuer cen Death arreſts, Conſcience acouſeth,, 
the Devil roars, Heu gapes, GO D frowns, ard Vengeance 
2 Pur- 


Luther's'concerzing Satan, by hem he was ſo often bu 8 


Alas, vain Fools, think to reap Wheat when they [awed 


he Fpiſtſe Dedicatory. 


purfaes him, and he hath no Burrough to flee to! be never 
thoug ht of ſuch a day, never made proviſion, took no care 
to get furuiſb d for ſuch a Storm, and now, Sinners, ſhall 
go into the holes of the rock, and into the caves ot rhe 
Earth, for fear of the Lord, and tor the glory of his 
Majeſty, when He ariſeth to ſhake terrihly the earth. 527 
How little will Cap and Knee from Men, or many Thouſands N 
a Tear, or wallowing iu ſenſual Pleaſures, avail in ſuch a 
day ! Beds of toory, numerous Attendants, pompous Fune- 
als, rhetorical Panegyricks profit not the tormented Soul 1 
of poor Dives in Ee? of whom it way be ſaid as once of ! 
Ariſtotle, L Laudatur ubi non eſt, Cruciatur ubi et ;] | 
* He is Praiſed where he is not, but Tormented where he is, 

Ob that the variety of Iuſtunces of our Mortality might 
alarm our Souls to a preparation for that lafit Encounter, for 
go we muſt, ready or unready hen God calls Heaven and Hell 
are before us; when Breath goes out of our Bodies, our Souls 
lanch into the vaſt Ocean of Fternity,to be crowned or confoun- 
ded. No doubt but the worſt of Men, from a principle of a 
preſervation, would be happy at death; a Balaam wil be Numb. 23. 10. 
content to dye the death of the righteous ; as 'tis foried 
of the young Galant, with his ſwaggering Companion, when 
fanding by dying Ambroſe, ſeeing his carriage, hearing 
him ſweetly welcome Death, he ſaid to his Companion, Oh, 
that 1 might hve with thee, and dye with Ambroſe / 


Iſa. 2. 19. 21 % 3 4 | 


Tares, and find a Pearl that laid up Dirt : Men may cheat 
themſelves, but caunot mock GOD ; Such as Men ſow ſuch Gl. C. 7. 
ſhall they reap; without Holineſs no man ſhall ſee God. Heb. 12. 14. 
Certainly God knows his own, and will not take the wicked 
by the Hand, to lead them into his glorious Manſions when > 
they have finned as long as they can, and confronted his glo- H 
rious Majeſty with their Rebellions, Alas, how careleſly 
do moſt men live, keeping vain company, talking 'idly, 
miſpending precious Time, neglecting Goa's Worſhip in -_ 
muy, 


I nne eee 8 TY F) 


wily, in Secret, heedleſs in their dealings with Men, li. 
wing at large, heed not which end goes forward, wonderi 
at and . 1 others for their niceneſs, zeal, and tender- 
neſs, yet hope to go to Heaven as well as the Bet of them 
all : Oh, what a 3 appointment will theſe wretched Souls 
'» meet with, when gracious and induſtrious Saints are ſaved 
Pet. 4. 18. wih ſo much difficulty ! | | Th 


P. 


I do humbly tender this ſport and mean Diſcourſe to you, 
begging your kind acceptance of it, and profit by it. Uſe 
it as you pleaſe, ſo it may anſwer my Ends: It's full o 
good will, both as a Teſtimony of my due reſentment of the 
Memory of my dear deceaſed Friend, earneſt de fires 
of your Souls Health and Happineſs here and hereafter ; 
for whom, and the reſt of Relations, I am bound to conti] 
nue my 2 Prayers, That we may meet before the Throne, 
Mat. 22. 11. cloathed with the Wedding-garment, that 7 Linen, clean 
Rer. 8. ad white, which is the Righteouſneſs of the Saints, having 
the Bleſſed F EST S to ſpeak for us as our Advocate; t 
whoſe Hand's I commit Jou and Tours, whilſt Tam | 


* 


| Your Cordial, 
Aug. 8. RED Well-wiſhing Frien d, | 


0. H. 


1 
* 


1 J 
ere i —— 2 Ss; 


” 8 Jos X. 7. 


Thon knoweſt that I am not wicked: And 
there 1s none that can deliver out of 
ſell thine hand. 


the HIS Text contains the Sum and Marrow of 
res the grand Controverſie bet wixt afflicted Job 
and his cenſuring Friends: They will needs 
rove Job to be a wicked man. The Devil 
e and Fob's Friends ſpeak the ſame Language, only Satan 
can prefumcs upon it, | hat if God will rouch Job's Fleſh, 
e will curſe him to his Face; ch. 2. 5. His Friends un- 
te charitably accuſe him as one that had curſed God, or 
committed ſame ſcandalous Sin, and therefore God did 
ſo ſeverely touch his Fleſh. 
Againff this Charge Job makeshis Appeal to the heart- 
ſearching God, and faith, Thou knowe/? p43 I am not wicked, 
The latter part of the Text ſpeaks, 1. A Concetlion ; 
I may for all my Integrity be in God's Hand; . e. in the 
correcting Hand of God. 2. An Aﬀertion ; None can 
deliver out of thine hands ; q d. | may continue long 
under it, and no power in Heaven and Earth can reſcue 
me, except God himſelt ſet me at liberty. 
A wordofthe former, tho? the latter be the Subject 
Jaſſigned. to me: [Thou knowe# ] The words are very 
ſlemphatical in the firſt Language; Ju W . e. It 6 
o thy knowledge that I am not wicted; q. d. Thou haft 
Inot this Knowledge from without, i e. from Reports or 
Hearſay; no, thy Knowledge is from thy ſelf, it's inter- 
nal, immediate, and theretore * and ing; 
| B 05. 


— — 
ES, 8 — 


2 Cor. 5 30-11 


Fi ave: je Rege- 
11s peccatzn 
improc; tanzen 
dict xox p3u2! 
nec leber. 
Merc. 


indeed Sinners by their remaining Corruption; but god- wel 


judged let him be condemned [ Erat improbus] let him go 


A Funeral SERMON. 


04j. 1. GOD exaQ'y knows every Man's ſtate and I ty. 
ſrame: tis Knowledge is not conſequent but concomi- || no! 
tant of his Search; AA things are niked ana ofened unto the || (el! 


8. Eyes of him with rhomwe have ted Heb. 4.13. GOD's | Ag 
Line ſoundeth Man's Depth; himſeif anatomizeth all | rig 


our parts, our Perſons and Actions are manifeſt to God I by 
now, and {ha!l be laid open before Angels and Men at IW 
the great day. - 

Thou nome ſt that I am not wicked.) He ſaith not that I find 
I am not a Sinner; alas, there's too much Sin in me, Sin | Ch 
(taith an laterpreter) [ticks in the Regenerate, yet they hin 
cannot or ouaht not to be called wicked; God gives the I l 
Denomination from the better part: The belt Saintsare j me 
but Sinners. the worlt Saints are not wicked; they are »o i 


ly by receiv'd Renovation. 
The word here [LTA 7 am not wicked] is a Verb, Sex 
LFS R> 9 quod non impie egerim; as David, P(.x8.2 1. thi: 
And have not wickedly departed from my Cod; i.e. in ais Si 
courle of ſinning. Ez 
The Phraſe alſo imports a being condemned and caſt 
at God's Bar, as a wicked man, F.. 109. 7. ben. be ts 


forth as a condemned Malefactor. I dare appeal tothe 


All wife Heart-ſearching God, that I am not ſuch ana - Þ 7 
Do##. 1. That a truly gracieus Soul dare Appeal to Codl this 
that he is not wicked, | | Ch. 

The Child of God makes God Witneſs of his Integriſj not 
ty; when Enemies ſcorn, Satan accuſeth, Conſcience to | 
nips, and God himſelf keeps at adiftance, then the dei rep 
vout Soul can fay as Job 16. 19. Ao nom beboid, my with I 
neſs is in Heaven, and my Recora is on high. | agr 
This may ſeem a Paradox, but its a great Truth, thai ha 
the holieſt Saint on Earth dare not juſtife himſelf befori be 
God, yet he dare ſtand before God to juſtiſie his Integri a2 © 


ty 


ty 


Roads nor any uninterrupted Path of Sin in me; ir doth 


"2A Fora SEP MON, 
not in a legal, thro' Chriſt the Mediator, ngr as in him- 
ſelf, according to the Covenant of Grace, not of Works. 
A great Divine {:ith, The Goſpel- Covenant relaxeth the ,,,, . 


rigor vf the Law, which called for compleat Obedience, wear, par. 2 


by reſoſving all that into this of. Sinccrity and Truth. 235 
When we go upon the Tryal tor our Lives before C5>:f's 
Bar, the great Inqueſt will be, whether we have been 
ſincere or not; he means not that Sincerity is ſet vp in 
Chriſt's Room, but as it is evidential of our Iutereſt in 
him: Hence ſaith Feb, Let me be witch of in an even da- 
lance, that Goa may know mine integrity, Fob 3 1. 16. He 
means a Goſpel-balance, for by Ce works of the lam f | 
10 Fleſb be ji{tified ; nor doth he mean, that God muſt Gal. 2. 18. 
weigh him before he know him, burit's ſpoken after 
the manner of Men: Hence Dv, faith, F/ r39,23,24. 
Search me, O God, and know my heert : try me, and n- my 
thaug lis, and foe if there be any wicked way ia me: There 
is din in me, too much Wickednefs in my naughty Heart, 
God knows, but 1 dare appeal to thee, that there's no 
wicked way, or way of Wickednels, i. e. no ordinary 
0 
not make a Thorow fair of my Soul. I give itmany a turn, 
and dare appeal to thee, that I would be gladly rid of it. 

ALI ſhall do in this point, is, to propound and anſwer 
this Veighty Caſe of Conſcience. Queſt. How may a 
Chriftian make it out in his Appeal co God, that le is 
not wicked? Iconfeſs, this is a great Queſtion, and hard 
to be refolved, bur 1 ſhall follow the Scripture-line in 
repreſenting the Good Soul's Caſe in his Appeal toGod. 
1. Lord, thou knowelt I am not as I have been, there's 
a great change wrought: in my Heart and Lite; a turn I 


have had, thou knoweſt, whether it be ſaving or no, 


whether from the pa ver of Satan10 Cad; but [can lay, ſuch 
a 0n2 I was, but am not I, a new Fram? I am put into, 
| | B 2 thou 


Act; 268 18. 
1 Cor, 6. 11. 


* 
* 
——— — i 


ty. This muſt be underftood in an evangelical ſencc. 
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17 thou knoweſt whether it be the new Creatu; the 
Stream of my Affections runs in another Channel, thou 
knoweſt whether in the Channel of Grace, and Heaven- | * 
wards. | 
2. Thou knoweſt I have made a ſolemn Covenaggwith 
thy ſelf; thou knoweſt the time, place, manner, induce- 
ments, ends, witneſs of this Covenant; I did ſtudy the 
Nature of this Covenant, and felt the Pulſe of my Soul, 
whether l was cordial in ĩt, and I thought I choſe thee on- 
ly to be my chiefeſt Good and utmoſt End, and gave up 
| my {e!f entirely to thee, when there was no witneſs be- 
| ſides God and my own Conſcience; thou knoweſt whe- 
ther l had any Reſerves, Diſtinctions, Evaſions in this 
ſolemn Tranſaction; Ihave given thee the Keys of my 
Heart, and am glad of ſuch a Gueſt and Lord. | 
Tal. £6. 8. 3. Lord, thou knoweſt 7 do not regard Iniquitx in my 
| | Heart, I cannot look pleaſantly upon it; there is a fecret 
vu diſlike of every Sin, not only as Soul-damning, but as 
| God diſhonouring; I hate every falſe way, as contrary 
to the Law of God; yea, methinks I find an Antipathy 
to it, as contrary to my new Nature; tho' ſuited to my | 
._ carnal Palate, yet Grace raiſeth my Stomach agaigf it, 
| for the intrinſick Evil in it, as well as ConſequeneEof it, 
| I hate it, tho' deleQable, profitable; yea, and aber * 
Rom 1g #5 evil, even the garment ſpotted by the Flu. 
ae 23. 1 4. Lord, thou knoweſt I do daily reſolve A prey 
2 5. 2 3.% againſt Sin, all Sin, of Heart and Life, thy ſelf is privy 
tomy earneſt ſupplications, that I may not be led into 
| Pal 41. 3, 4. Temptation, or left under the power of it; Lord, ſet a 
I} Sen. 39. . watch before my mouth, encline not my heart to any evil 
I pa. 17.3. hing: God forbid I ſbould do this or that wickedneſs, and fon 
I! againſt God. I am pur poſed that my mouth (hand, feet) ſhall 
not tranſgrefſs. God hath heard my Prayer, and known. 
K my Vous againſt this and that particular Luſt, to which L | 
Far 18 23. was formerly addicted, and hope I can ſay as David, I mar 
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. Cor. 5. 


Pſal. 119.104. 
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ou ty, Meevails not over me. | ry. 
. 5. U, thou knoweſt I am daily ſeeking not only , W. 

to lop the Branches, but to ſtub up the Roots of Sin, to i 
ith | cut off Members that but weaken and mortifie the Body 1 
ce- of Dea do cruc ite the Fleſb, with the A gections and Luſts. Gal. 5. 24. | 
he Alas, it nt enough to ceaſe the Acts, but my Soul would 


weakenthe Habits of Sin: Oli that the Old Man were 


. 


up The om Conqueſt is wrought by Chriſt's Peath and 

e- Reſurrection; I do find it is nothing but the Law of Life 

in Chriſt Jeſus that muſt make me free from the law of Sin 

his Nerd Death: he only came to deſtroy the works of the Devil. * 8. 2. 

ny 6. Lord, thou knoweſt I ſet my ſelf againſt ſecret and * 
ſpiritual Sins; cleanſe thou me from ſecret fins, as well P1912, 1 


my BP me back from pre ſunptuous ſins. Tam afraid of Pride, - 
ret Hardnelis Heart, lukewarmaneſs, hypocritie, vanity, ſor- — 


as Imality, and all fpiritual as well as fleſhly Wickedneſs. 2 Cor. 5 ot 
ow Tunderſtand by the Holy Law, that the leaſt moti- 


. ons of Sin in my Heart are evil, and deſerve Death; thou ys NeT: | 
ny Pnoweſt whether I make not conſcience of thoſe Sins... -— 
it, which a e no reckoning of, even vain thoughts, 1 7 
i f riſings o Fe: LOS. BY: Pfar 119 113 
. Lord, knoweſt the Conflicts and Combat? "Ty 
Teta che fieſb lot ing gcainit the ſpirit, 9 FREY 

T; and HG . Methinks Thad within me Caat. 6: 8 


it , ee Armies; my Corruption Rom 6 4. 
not Hu the Throne, but in the Field; Sin hath not do- N 


led by it, yet fall on again; it is not a King, but a Ty- 
ant in me; I go daily armed into the Field, and muſt Es. 


r. | 
8. Lord, theſe Sins break my Heart, as they break out 

= t vor within, they lye as an heavy load on my 
- By = : On- 


. a © * 


* 


* 


\n- (crucified *; Chriſt, that the body of Sin may be deſtroyed + gom. s 6, © A} 


inion over me: I am daily warring, and tho' I am oft s — 


> Banner of my dear Lord, and ſhall be | - I 4 
8. Lo! 488 
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Cor. 5. 1 thou knoweſt w 


- ry vw 1 2 - 0 , 2 g 7 4 * * 4 
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hether it be the new Ae; the 
Stream of my Affections runs in another Channel, thou 
knoweſt whether in the Channel of Grace, and Heaven- 
wards. 

2. Thou knoweſt I have made a ſolemn Covenaggwith 
thy ſelf ; thou knoweſt the time, place, manner, induce- 
ments, ends, witneſs of this Covenant; I did ſtudy the 
Nature of this Covenant, and felt the Pulſe of my Soul, 
whether [ was cordial in it, and I thought I choſe thee on- 
ly to be my chiefeſt Good and utmoſt End, and gave up 
my ſelf entirely to thee, when there was no witneſs be- 
ſides God and my own Conſcience; thou knoweſt u he- 
ther I had any Reſerves, Diſtinctions, Exaſions in this 
ſolemn Tranſaction; Ihave given thee the Keys of my 
Hearr, and am glad of ſuch a Gueſt and Lord. | 

3. Lord, thou knoweſt 7 ao not regard Mnigquity in my 

Heut, | cannot look pleaſantly upon it; there is a ſecret 
diſlike of every Sin, not only as Soul-damning, but as 
God -diſhanouring ; I hate every falſe way, as contrary 

to the Law of God; yea, methinks I find an Antipathy 
to it, as contrary to my new Nature; tho' ſuited to my 
carnal Palate. yet Grace raiſeth my Stomach *gaigh it, 
for the intrinſick Evil in it, as well as ConſequeneEof it, 
I hate it, tho' delectable, profitable; yea, and abhor what 
ts evil, even the garment ſpotted by the Fleſh, £5" 

4. Lord, thou knoweſt I do daily reſolve all b 

againſt Sin, all Sin, of Heart and Life, thy ſelf is privy 
to my earneſt ſupplications, that I may not be led into 


- 34+ Temptation, or left under the power of it; Lord, ſet a 


FGL 15.23, was formerly addicted, and hope I can ſay as David, Im 
EP | 8 ai 


watch before my mouth, encline not my heart to any evil 
thing: God forbid I ſbould do this or that wickedneſs, and fire 
againſt God. Iam pur poſed that my mouth (hand, feet) ſhall 
not traxſgrefſs. God bath heard my Prayer, and known. 
my Vous againſt this and that particular Luſt,to which I 


} 
. 
LS 4 


4 G; I kept my ſelf from mine ini- 
quity, Wprevails not over me. 

5. Lord, thou knowelt I am daily ſeeking not only 
to lop al the Branches, but to ſtub up the Roots of Sin, to 
cut offMembers that but weaken and mortifie the Body 
of Dey: to cruc fte the Fleſb, with the A fections and Luſts. 
Alas, it not enough to ceaſe the Acts, but my Soul would 
weaken the Habits of in: Oui that the Old Man were 
crucified it Chrij?, that th: body of Sin may be deſtroyed: 
The om Conqueſt is wrought by Chriſt's Death and 
ReſurreQion ; I do find it is nothing but the Law of Life 
in Chriſt Jeſus that muſt make me free from the law of Sin 

nd Death > he only came to deſtroy the works of the De vil. 

6. Lord, thou knoweſt I ſet my ſelf againſt ſecret and 
ſpiritual Sins; cleanſe thou me from ſecret fins, us well :; 

cep me back from preſunptuous ſins. lam afraid of Pride, 


1 hardneis et Heart, luke warmneſs, hy pocriſie, vanity, ſor- 

as Imality, and all ſpiritual as well as fleſhly Wickedneſs. 
ry Now [underſtand by the Holy Law, that the leaſt moti- 
ay ons of Sin in my Heart are evil, and deſerve Death; thou 
1y knoweſ whether I make not conſcience of thoſe Sins, 
it, Nchich here malte no reckoning of, even vain thoughts, 
it, riſings be; et 


7. Lord, thou kgoweſt the Conflicts and Combats 
e fleſb luſting againit the ſpirit, 
. Methinks I find within me 
to Armies; my Corruption 
ne but in the Field; Sin hath not do- 
inn over me: I am daily warring, and tho' I am oft 
ile by it, yet fall on again; it is not a King, but a Ty- 


7 * 


it . 
fs ant in me; I go daily armed into the Field, and muſt 
if Niligte under the Banner of my dear Lord, and ſhall be 


| r. 
8. Lord, theſe Sins break my Heart, as they break out 
7 - work N . » 
On- b 


within, they lye as an heavy load on my 
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3 4 uneral 
fs. Conſtere make me Te477 ac 


I cry, O wretched man Wn "= 8 24 | 
4 boiy of den- Thou knoweſt che Teal Broan 
my Sin hath coſt me; Lord, all mr deſire rebiſhe<- 5 
any gr 048197 ig not bid from thee. One Sin hy E Ain 
more than all my other troubles; Oh my ti ones 


9. Lord, thou! dame ape Nof wie 


ked men I hid them oſt ace me, nt foſter. I. 


dad ion, but Ir fear of infection; | would be ey found 
amcng wicked men u hen my Lord callsz 4 . 
u 4th vain perſons ; vet, I have hited the oh; en 
vi Accra. I have or got either Guilt or S © Fa nced: 
leſs aſſocizting with chem; hope thong CL Tor ran! 


me with the wicked, whom Fove\ 


10. Lord, thou knoweſt I have fe 00 FP | 
thy Saints and Servants; J 4 4 Comp amon x? 


tat tear thee « theſe l account the Exc 


. . A by} 
e - n ds 
G * 4 * 
d . Ia. 14 "2 
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ar hoe is ali „delight. am ſure wicked enta 
Children, and Lan reibe AFC paſſed Fo * 

- that de 155 arb, Have chem, bagels 
Fee, Henvenly ae Bi im 
e World, and diner ber in : 


erz Beart is tow jards oy 


i Ep Love my Mini The beer 
> and the Word of God better for its Pa 


we d lam m Tra en{avefffons 4 my Sinks” Fiete ripal- 


lating, bur would have my wound ſeareli d 9 5 
tom, that ĩt may be ſadely cured 5 Tet .- 


| 122, it ſpall NAH; yea, and 1/bnaeP 4X 


Cv me good, by a ſolemn: reflecting upon my: 'E 75 = 


3 5 Lord, thou knoweſt whether my 


hee and Jeſus Chrilts thou baſt Gi „ 


— 5 > 


wv SG — — — 


A Furl SERMON. 
Fre Chri# is preciom, I have oft been feeling the Pulſe 
u my Soul, and at laſt dare appeal to thee with Peter, 
aura, han knoweſt that I live thee 5 thy felt ſhalt vouch for 
e nie, and make my Afﬀtdavit : Thou ſhatr not have this 
tr teſtation at my hand, but upon thine own knowleds. 
dne ou art the chHefef? of Ten thouſuna; yea, doubtleſs “ 
Wider? al! things but loſs for the Eæcellencyef the &:0r{cage of 
ften-Wy:;/7 
ound 
t fate 
* Mas, the Pleaſures, Profits, Honours of the Word area 
edfpor Pageantry; I have made Xoſes's choice, to ſuffer 
ran. ions with the people of Cod, than the plerſures of ſte, 
londurs and Offices in £/:r104's Court. I can look thro? 


13. Lord, thou knoweſt what a poor ſorry thing ! 


ty offfiic beſt of the World, and can tura my back upon it, as 
ba empty inſignificant thing, tho' the Men of the World 
B. Fe content with it for their Portion. 

thy 14. Lord, thou knowelt the way that Take, and the 
L!ifeSirncft delire and deſign of my Sou! to walk in thy 
— f ays, to have reſpect to all thy Commaz iments, to attend 
t. 


In all thy Ordinances; Imiss it in all, but dare bauik 


me one my aim is, to falf l Goa + wills, to ſt and compleat 
_ s al! the will of G; there's no Fleſh-diſplealing Duty. 
8 


J ſelf.deay ing Act, but I attempt to do it; if God ſay 
0 it, Twill not conſult Fleſb and Blood, but ſay, As 1 
4% ſaid, ſo mut I do, my Foot ſtandeth in an even place, 
es ſquare, all to God's will, at all times, in all places, 
donditions. : 

15. Lord, thou knoweſt I do my belt in every reli- 
nous Exerciſe, God forbid that I ſhould c tothe Lord 
bat which coſts me nothing; I muit love the Lerd with all 
„ ſo], mind, itrength, God forbid that I ſhould do the 
or of the Lord negligentiy, or offer to the Lord a corrupt 
bing. Oh that I could be more fervent in Spirit in ſerving 
ed. God deſerves more, my belt is infinitely below him. 
Dh that I could do more! but alas, I am ſhort in all. 


Mat 
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Phil 3 8 


1 Joh. 2. 15,15 


count the World to be in all its Glory and Gayety; 


fHleb 11 24.26 


[od 23 20 


Pal 119 6. 
Luke 1 6 
Acts 13. 22. 
Col! 4 12. 


Gal 1 16 
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16. Lord, 
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Pſal 119. 136, 
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16. Lord, thou knoweſt my deſign in all I do is foi 
Glory, and the enjoy ment of thee ; I dare not look 4 
Cor. 19 30 botb, then I loſe my ſelf in my natural, civil, ſpiritu 
| Pet 4 11. Ads, all the Lines muſt and {hall bend this way, that G 
Rom. 14 8. in all things may be gl:rified through Jeſus Chriſt ; m 


P21 1.292 defgn is, to li de to the Lora, and to oe to the Lord, ti 
7 


Chriſt may be magnified 19 ny Body, by life or death: An 
Oh that I could enjoy Communion with God in eve 
Duty and Ordinance ! thou knowelſt this is my Heaven, 
17. Lord, thou knoweſt all my dependance is upg 
thy Majeſty, both for aſſiſtance and acceptance: n 
1 Cor. 15 10 lean on my beloved: by ihe Grace of God Tam what I 4 
2 Cor. 35 I cannot think a good thought without freſh Supplies « 
ppi 4 1 Grace: but / am able to do ail F treo the ftrenzt 
Pal. 33 of Chriſt : I ſhall run the ways f etmmanaoients whe 
Rev.8.3 thou fhalt enlarge my heart: and I lay all upon thy golde 
Altar to be accepted in the Beloved.  ' _ ©. 
Phil. 3. 14 18. Lord, thou knoweſt Iam daily preſſing toward 
Perfection, I have not yet attained what I would fay 
| be at: I would be mending what's amiſs, ſoaring up t 
2 Cor. 7. 1 an higher pitch in Grace, perfecting Holineſs in the fel 
Col. 2-19. of God, encreaſing with all the encreaſe of God till I comet 
a per fect man. Alas, how much do vet want of Perfect 
on? [ would ſtill be ſinging the ſong of Degrees, And 
Pfal. 84.7. from ſtrength to ſlrength, till 7 appear before God im Lion. 
19. Lord, thou knou eſt how much I am concern'd fc 
| the Church of God, which gives ſome grounds to hope 
Tfal. 37. 6. I am a lively Member of that my ſtical Body: ¶ 7 forget 
7 Jeruſalem, let my right hana forget her cunning. Oh, it rai 
{eth my Heart to ſee the Goſpel propagated, Sizners cor 
verted, Saints edified, united: But oh, it runs to mi 
Heart to fee Chriſt's Intereſt laid low, the preaching d 


158. the Goſpel obſtructed, few Converts, Scandals breaking 
_ - 3» out, Contentions breaking in: No is me, —— the good 


is periſbed out of the earth: Wickedneſs —_— Love 
| | 12 
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Hef Nee 
ecays 178 Aſtrea Religuit] I-may make that Lamen- 
* tion Iſa. 59. ä 
20. Lord, thou knoweſt, notwithſtanding all this, what 
mean account I have of my ſelf and my poor doings [ hor- 
o quicquid de meo eſt]; alas, my doings are but Dregs and 
tags ; I am till an »xprofitable Servant; I deſpair of my 
Welt, J abhor my ſelf in duſt and aſbes, I will be vile in mine own 
es God may juſtly condemn me, notwithſtanding all 1 
Ipave done; yea, for all I have done, if God mark Iniquity, 
Jo Lord, who ſhall ſtand? I fly to my Advocate Jeſus Chriſt, 
and deſire this New Teſtament. Aaron may take away the ini- 
mity of my holy things. 2 
I ſhall ſubjoin a few words of Application. Firſt, for 
Doctrin. If God's Children thus appeal, then 
1. Others do not know their Hearts, for God's Children 


© Fanother's Heart, and ſhould not pretend to it; that's a wild 
vard proundleſs Cenſure, ſuch carry fair, but their Hearts are 
fail naught. How knoweſt thou? Doſt thou uſurp God's 
Throne? The beſt Men have been deceived with others 
a Profeſſions 3 fo the beſt Church on Earth, with Simon 
Magus, Act. 8. 13, 22. [De ſecretis non judicat Eccleſia.] The 
church judgeth of overt- Acts, not of ſecret Thoughts. 

2. The moſt obſervant Perſons have much ado to know 
their own Hearts, but are glad to appeal to God. The Pro- 
phet ſaith, Nh knows it ? i. e. few: It is a deep fathomleſs 
pit. Harael ſaid, 7s thy Servant 4 Dog, that I ſhould do ſuch 
ines? Peter was confident he ſhould never deny his Ma- 
iy ſer, but both faif'd. The inward thought of every one, and 
their heart, is deep, faith the Pſalmiſt: It gives doubt ful and 
deceirful Anſwers, like the Heathen Oracles; He that truſſ- 

eth in his own heart is a fool, it will certainly deceive him. 

3. Yet "tis poſſible Men may know their ſpiritual Eſtate 
F God wards, elſe Fob durſt not thus appeal to God: This 
J Expreſſion ſpeaks ſome confidence in Job ¶ Vox +ft nen au- 
b1lantis fed aſſerent#] ; he doth not doubt, but aſſert his Iate- 

| 6 grity; 
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Luke 17. to. 
Iſa. 61. 5+ 


Job 42 6. 


Pſal. 130. 3.4. | . 
Exod 28 38. #41 


zppeal not to Men as they do to God: No man knows. | 


Jer. 17 9. 


Pſal Eq 6. 


Prov. 28 v5. 


—— — 


10 


- — Py 
1 N Fror. 28 27. 


Mal. 3 18. 
Mat. 25. 24. 


. rence between holy and prophane, as well as divide the Nord 
* Ged aright; and it is a diſcerner of the Thoughts and intents q 


out ? for he tucneth the ſecrets of the heart. Oh Friends, 


Iba #3 fſbrep. He needs not that apy thouls teſtifie of man, 


4 Feral SER MON. | 
grity; yea, Fob faith, ch. 27. 6. My righteoaſneſs I Bola fu 
and ii} not let is go : my heart ſhall not reproach me as long AI 
live. It's poſſible Men may know whether they be in 
ſtate of Grace or no ; God hath givea Conſcience for thi 
End: Loe ſpirii of man is the canale of the Lord, ſearching 

the inward parts of the belly. If Men were faithful, and w ou 
light their Candle at the Word, and make diligent ſear 
they might know more. : f 
4. The whole World is diſtributed into two ſorts of Pei 
ſons, good and bad, godly and wicked, pious or prophane 
Two Loves, faith St. Auguſtin, built two Cities; the Love « 
God built Zion, and Worldly Love built Ba; the whok 
Race of Mankind are Inhabitants of theſe two Cities: / 
tho' carnal Men will not believe it, but think Men diffe 
rather C grada than ſpecie] only gradually, ſome bette 
others worſe, not in kind, yet a time is coming when the 
ſhall diſcern betwixt the righteous and ihe wic tea between hi 
that ſerveth God, and him that ſerveth bim not; when the 
ſheep ſhall be ſet on the right hand, and the goats ow the left, ane 
receive differeat Sentences from the Impartial Judge of the 
World: yea, at this day, as diſcriminating Grace makes 
difference, ſo diſcriminaring Preaching ſhews a difference 
among Men; yea, Miniſters mult teach People the a7 


the Heart. So that Men might ſee avaſt difference, if they 
were not wilfully or judicially blind. 
Secondly, Another Ute is, of Inſtruction and Admonition. 
1. To all ſorts of Perſons, to be and behave themſelves: 
ſuch as may make their Appeal to God. Oh, that all Chri- 
ſtians could ſay as the Church of old, Pal. 44. 17, 2 1. Ab 
$i215 is come upon us, yet bade we not forgotten thee, neither have 
we dealt falle in t covenant, &c, Shall not God ſearch this 


what fide are you of ? God knows, it's fit you ſhould know. r 


for 


— 


A Funeral SERMON. 


—_— Wi. 


id fa f vw he knows what ij in man. Look to't, if you be godly, God 
long Iwill own you as his; if not, be ſure your ſin will find you out. Numb. 32. 23 


Ask your ſelves, What am l, a Sheep ora Goat? Whoſe 


or thiftam l, GOD's Servant, or the Devil's Slave? What am 1 
nz doing, GOD's Work, or the Devil's Drudgery? Whither 
ou am I going;to Heaven or Hell? What ſay you to the twer- 
earch ty *foreſaid Appeals? Will your Hearts ingenuouſly eccho 
to them? If you ſay, Yes, compare your Hearts and Scri- 
f Pei pture, and go upon ſafe grounds; if nor, tremble under 
hand Divine Wrath and the Sentence of Condemnation: Be di- 
ve df ſtinQ in this caſe, for you muſt be try'd another day. 
ho 2. If you find that you are wicked, then woe be to you, 
\ogf whether you be openly prophane or feeret Rypocrites : 
diffa The light of the wicked ſhall be put ont: An Hypecrite ſhall not 
etter come before God: The ungodly (hall not ſtand in qudgment; 
theiſ for the Lord knoweth the way of the righteous, but the way of the 
v hin ungodly ſhall periſh: The wicked muſi be filent in darkneſs ; 
n ky yea, turned into Hell; yea, Cod is angry with the wicked eve- 
„and ry diy; and He will rain upon them  faares, fire and brimſtone, 
the and a» horrible tempeſt + Upon your Doors may be writ a 
kes: Lord have mercy pon you ; God will not own you, nor hear 
ence your Prayer, but fay to the wicked, hat haft thon to do to 
aifjeſy declare my Hatutes, or that thou thonldFt take my covenant in 


thy mouth? All you do is finful, natural, civil Religious 
ads. The very plowing of the wicked is ſin, their Prayer #5 
abomination, yea, their Sacrifice , it will be bitterneſs in the 
end. Say tothe wicked, It ſhall be il with him. Yea, the longer 
you live, and the more miſchief you do, and the more mi- 
fery you heap up, to fit you for Deſtruction. Oh, therefore 
bethink your ſelves, repent, forſate your way and thong his, 
that he may have mercy on you. | 

Third Uſe concerns God's Children, 1, by way of 
Comfort; 2 ay, Caution. 
1/t, You that dare, and do thus appeal to God in ſinceri- 


this very Appeal is a good Evidence of your Sincerity, and 
8 C2 will 


ty, whoſe Hearts do not upbraid you, thank God for it; 


Job 18 5. 
Job 13. 16+ 
Pial. 15 6. 


1 Tam. 2 9. 
Pſal 9. 17 
Pſal. 7 11. & 
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Pſal. 50. 16. 


Prov. 21. 4. 
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ohn 3 26. ſcience condemns, God it greater than yeur Hearts, and will 


Ia. 50. 10. 


Rom. 3. 20, ty, ro anſwer for us: Mhere is boaſting ? It is excluded; 


26,27 
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Ib 13. 15. Though he kill we, Iwill traſt in him; if he carry ſtrangely to 


4 Funeral SER MON. 
will fortifie you, 1. Againſt the Cenſures of Men: God 
knows you better than men, and will clear you when meal ore 
condemn you. How often.doth David chear up: himſel(f . 
with this? Your Names may lye under a Cloud for a ſea ] 
ſon, but God will bring forth your righteouſneſs as the lig hi: che 
Thus did he with holy Fob. 2. Againſt Satan's fore Tem. cur 
ptations; when he accuſeth you to God, he will ſay, Thi Ju 
Lord rebuke thee, O Satan: He will take a your filthy gar. 
ments, When Satan accuſeth you to your ſelves, and Cen. 


ſuperſede all theſe Pleas. 3. In the hour of ſad deſertion, 
when God hides his Face, withdraws his Grace, this will 
chear you when youcan go to God, and ſay, Thou knoweft 
am not wicked, let God carry as he pleaſeth to me, his Kiſſes} 
are his own, he doth me no wrong, I willcling to him till}: 


me, yet he is good, worthy to be follow'd in the dark : 1 
will ſtay my ſeif on the Lord my God, 4. In a dy ing hour this 
will be a bleſſed Reflection, when a Soul can bs with good 
Hezek1ah, under the S: ntence of Death, on, os 3. Remens 
ber now, O Lord, 1 beſeech thee, how I have walked before thee 
in trut, and with a perfect heart. Oh happy Soul, that can 
look Death in the Face, and with confidence approach the 
tremendous Tribunal under the comfortable ſence of this 
Upright and Scriptural Appeal ! RR 
Yet take a Caution or two, | 

I. Take heed of Oſtentation, pride not your ſelves in 
it, for this is contrary to the nature and ends of this Appeal. 
If 1 juHifie my ſelf, faith Job, mine own mouth (ball condemn me. 
Alas, I am far from Perfection; 7 am vile, what ſhall J an 
ſwer thee? I will lay my hand upon my mouth; yea, I repent in 
duſt and aſbes. 2. The Lord Jeſus is to be our only Sure- 


By what law? of works ? nay, but by the lam of Faith. The 
Goſpel-language is, In the Lord ſball all the ſeed of Iſrael be 


j«#tfied, and ſball glory, Iſa. 45, 25. = 
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God Thus I have diſpatch'd the former part of my Text; T 
Q mea proceed to the latter, There is none that can deliver out of 
imſellf ine hand. 

a ſea. ] What, none! then our condition were ſad, as forlorn as 
lis ht Þ the fallen Angels; but none here mult refer to meer Crea- 
Tem. tures, for jeſus Chriſt can deliver us out of the hands of 
„The Juſtice, from preſent wrath, and wrath to come. 

eg. The Hand of God is the Power of God; Deliverance is 
Cen. either temporal, or ſpiritual,oreternal Deliverance ; which 
| will way ſoever it be taken, it will afford this 


tl | 
* 1 Doct. That no me ans on Earth can reſcue a Fer ſon out of the 
Hands of the Infinite God, 


weſ? 

Liſſe Job 9. 12. Behold, he tateth away, who can hinder him? 

Rillf who will ſay unto him, what doeſt thou > | 
In opening this Text and Doctrin, I ſhall obſerve this 


1. Shew the meaning of the Text. 

2. In what caſes Men are in GOD's Hand. 

3+ What may moſt likely deliver Men. 

4. Why no Creature can deliver. So make Application. 


Aa r. For the {ence and meaning of the words, Interpre- 
| theſf ters take them ina twofold ſence. 
thi Fir#, Some take it as [vox dolentis] the Language of Job's 
| Sorrow and Complaint, moving God's Bowels of Compal 
. © fion : As if Fob ſhould fay, Lord, why doſt thou deal thus 
S 10F feverely with me? Who can reſcue me when thou arreſts. 
elf me? Thou maiſt keep me under reſtraint for ever, and take 
t. time enough to puniſh me; thou needſt not ſet meuponſuch 
4a grievous wrack, as tho' I were in danger to be reſcued,or 
118% toeſcape thy hands, as men will take their penniworths of 
cf Malefactors while they have them; ſo Princes fearing a re- 
e ſeue of the Priſoner, ſend forth a Writ of Execution to di- 
Theſ ſpatch him: The tormented Priſoner deſiring a diſpatch: 
1 our of his Miſery by Death, was anſwerd by the Tyrant, 
L Nondum tecum in gratiam redii] lam not ſo far 1 N 
with: 
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with thee. It may be this Text is parallel to Ch. 7, where 
Job would be glad to be ſhut out of his Pain; Bur, faith 
he, I ſee I cannot till God's time; but, Lord, pity me, ſmite 
me not both fbarply and long. | 
Second!y, Some make it ſound as [ vox profitents] Jobs ſal 
heroick and magnanimous Proteſſion and ſtout Relolution, ſ): 
to adhere to God and Duty, tho he were kept under God's {ob 
Hand all his days; 9. 4. Lord, I haveappeoled to thee that 5 
Iam not wicked; and hope hitherto my Integrity hath 4. 
appez” and, by thy Grace aſliſting me, ſhall further ap- hi 
pear,th. none ſhould deliver me out of thine Hand; I hum» $v4® 
bly hope thou ſhalt find me holding mine Integrity as long Hf G 
as Life; do what thou wilt with me, I will honour thee: | 6 
10b 2. ; · I hope to prove the Devila Lyar, whoſaid, / would cur/e thee 
'S 
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to thy Face; hitherto he is miſtaken, and I hope ſhall be by 
the Grace of God aſſiſting me; if I never be deliver 'd, God pe 
ſhall not be blaſphem d; I will for ever have good thoughts 

| cf God, whatever he do with me. It I cannot be deliver'd 
1 Jer 12.1. or ſatisfied about God's proceedings, yet God /ha/ be juſtified. 3 
1 Both theſe Sences are proper enough, we may take it in b. 
either. | | rd 
113 2. What it is to be in God's Hand. 4»/. God's Hand in T. 
'| | Scripture-phraſe, implies theſe ten ſeveral things, 8 


1. God's Eternal Purpoſe and Deſign, Acts 4 28. For to Her 
do whatſoever thy hand and thy counce! determined before to be N 
1H dare: This cannot be altered, the councel of the Lord ftand- © 
THY Pl 33- 11. oth for ever, the thoughts of bis heart to all generations. This et 
| is a Truth, but not pertinent here. 3 9 

2. God's ſupreme actual Power extended and put forth Nan 
to do good, Ads 4. 30. By ſtrerebing forth thine hand to heal. Fre, 
And this is true; when God will help and heal, the Devi Et 
and his Inſtruments cannot pluck the Patient out of God's ie, 
Hand. Nor caa this be the proper fence here. : I 

3. By God's Hand, is meant his Provifien for his Cres £9- 
tures; Pſal. 104.28. Thouopencſt thy Land, they are filied 
#4 good: And indecd, none can ſtarve the that God 2 
| : up: 


. 
—_— 
r _— * 99 


— 


J. 3.7he Hand, i. e. the Spirit of the Lord was there upon him; 


. 

e, P/al. 38. 2. Be it inward or outward, this I conceive to | 15 
75 
| 
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ſupply, In the days of famine they (ball be ſatisfied. Vet this pl. 35. 1% 8 
is not the meaning of the Text. | 13 
4- God's diſpoſing ordering Providence is held forth by | 
his Hand, F/“ 3 1. 15. My times are in thine hand. No mor- 

al can lengthen or ſhorten my days but thy ſelf; Mans 

days are determined, God appoints theſe Bounds. I think Job 14. 5 
Job means not this directly here. 

5. By God's Hand is meant the Divine Aſſiſtance, Pſal. 

74. 11. Why withdraweft thou thy hand, even thy right hand 2 
This is either Protection or Help; Let thy hand be with the: 

# of thy right hand. Indeed, none can hinder or weaken, 
God ſtrengthen. Yet this is not the ſence. 
6. By Hand is meant God's ſpecial Love and Favour, 

.1.66. The hand of the Lord i with him, i.e. Fohn Baptiſt ;. 
ane peculiar Indulgence and viſible Tokens of God's Re- 
pet to him. This is a Mercy, that none can deprive the 
aints of. Yet this is not meant. 
7. The operation and working of the Holy Spirit, Exel. 


b. 2. 2. And whether this be extraordinary motions or 
rdinary, theres none can hinder or obſtruct theſe. This is 
Truth, but not the meaning of this Text. 

8. By Hand, is meant any providential Diſpenſation, whe- 
her good or bad; Job 2. 10. Shall we receive good at the 

d of God, and not evil > This is only God's Prerogative; 
till, and 1 make alive. This may be included in this Text. 
et it's not all. | 

9. Yet more particularly, by Hand of God, is meant an 
and of Afflict. on. So faith David, Thy hand prefſeth me 


the meaning, as Job ſaith, Have pity upon me, O ye my Joh — 
tends, for the hand of the Lord hath touched me. 

10. Or laſtly, by Hand of God is meant Death, P/al. Fi 
9. 15. God ſha!l redeem my Soul from the power or hand of the 1 f 
rave : To God the Lord belong the iſſues from death. It God 7 
ill, who is he that can preſerve alive, or raiſe from the | 

Grave ? | 
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o.. 22. 29. Grave? IT Eil, faith God, and I mate alive, 1 wound and 

oy heal, neither is there any that can deliver aut of my hand 
| This laſt, and the former of Affliction, I conceive are mean 
by the Hand of God in my Text: and where are Men « 
Things that can ſecure us from Death or Trouble 2 Wha 
Power or Policy can prevent or remove by force or cur 
ning, that Hand of God that He thinks good to bring upor 
us? Suppoſe God take away Eſtate, Friends, Relation: 
Health, Peace, Liberty, or Life, who can forbid him > Where 


lives that man that can reſcue theſe out of God's Hands | 
If God ſtop the Breath, who can hold it e The whok 

World muſt yield. | 
3. The next Head to be handled is, Who or what in Men 7 
Opinion is judged moſt likely to deliver Perſons out of thy , 
3 3b Hand of God. le 
| IIe, Men expect that their Riches,and Honours, and grea 8 
Friends ſhould deliver them; as that wretched Prelate, tha it 
cried out when dy ing, Will Money do nothing? will m ,, 
* Prince's Favour avail nothing? why muſt I dye, that ci ,, 
command the greateſt part of the Kingdom? No, no, M a7 
Prov 10 2. ches profft not in the day of wrath no, nor Treaſures; le 
Plal. 49. 6, 7» of them can by any means redeem his brother, or give 10 God th 
8.5 ranſom for bim. Men are miſtaken, if they think to purchal 1, 
a Reprieve or Exemption from Death or any other Troubi 41 
Here Money bears no maſtery, a golden Key will not opꝗ G 
God's Priſon · door; there's no Bribe admitted in this cal a 
ta: t can convey us from the Stroke of Juſtice: Alas, if Gy ,, 
Job 36. 17, take Menaway wituh'ss Stroke, thew agreat Ranſom can I. 
28,19. deli der them. Will God eſteem mens Riches? No, no. D 
zd ly, Some have great confidence in an Arm of Fletl hi 
they think natural Health, Vigor, Fortitude will land the 2 

in ſtead; but alas, what's become of the moſt vigoro 
Spirits and Conſtitutions? Where is Xerxes's Army ot ol 
million of Men, with ail their fortituce and magnanimin H 


En ss No manvath power over the ſpirit, to retain it: there's no of to 
coarge in that war, The Forces of Strength cannot ui, | x, 
|  - > 


— 


—— 


ge 


4 Funeral SERMON, 


Aand Aſſaults from Heaven, no more than Men can hinder. 


drops ot Rain from falling: Where's the -doughty Cham- 


pion that can meet Arms with Jehovah? Who hath harden: Johng 4. | 
a bimſelf againſt him, and hath proſpered? Are men, yea, Cor 10 a 


then can make trouble 2 So on the contrary, Ze will recom- 
pence, whether men chuſe or refuſe There u none that can deli- 
ver out of my haxd, ſaith God; J will work, and who ſhall let 


ie All Attempts are in vain to keep off a Croſs, be it pub- 


Luck or perſonal, to Soul or Body. 


of Wit, Parts, Learn- 
ſels from the Lord, but God diſappointeth the devices of the 


i crafty, ſo that their hands cannot perform their enterprize. The 


learnedſt Phyſicians cannot find out an Antidote againſt 
Sickneſs or Death. If men ſay, thus we will do, if God ſay 
it ſhall not ſtand, he tumbles down the Babel of mens In- 
ventions; He ſaith, Tate councel together, and it ſhall come 
to naught. A whole College of Phy ſicians, with all their Art 
and Learning, cannot cure ſo much as an Ague, which is cal- 


” 


led { Ludibriam Medicorum], bids defiance to the Skill of 


the moſt learned; yea, the moſt contemptible Diſeaſe ſhall 
be the Door to let ia Death, if God open the Door, for he 
alone keeps the Key: And ſo in all other caſes the great 


bod can and oft doth knock the Pates of the wiſeſt Politici- 


aus together, and maketh their Counſels of none effect; for 
there is no wiſdom, nor underſtanding, nor connſel againſt the 
Lord. Ceſar Borgjas little thaught of his own Sickneſs and 
Death when he had laid a deſign of managing all things to 
his own advantage after his Father's death, for man knoweth 
wot that which ſhall be. 971 5 „ 
4. But there's one thing which is moſt likely to deliver 


out of the Hand of God, and that is true Religion, Piety, 
Holineſs; Righteouſneſs delivereth from death, and that in 
two reſpects; 1. The Piety and Prayers of others,Job 22.30. 
He ſhall deliver the iſland of the innocent, and it js — 
5 D 
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dle pureueſs of thy hands : The poor wiſe wan By hit wiſdom 
delivered — God would have ſpared Sodom for ren 


righteous perſons in it; and faith of Jeraſalem, If you can | 


but find 4 man that execureth judgment and ſeekerh the truth, 
and ] will parelon it. Moſes prevailed for all /ſree! of an Ar. 
my of Six hundred thouſand men, then ſurely this will du 
No, ſometimes it will not: Though Moſes and Sumuel food 
ve me, yet my mn conld not be towards this people : raft 
| aut of my fight © Yea, tho' theſe three men, Noah, Da. 
nicl,and Fob, were in it, they fhoald bat deliver rheir wn fault 
" by their righrzouſneſs. If all the holy men on Earth ſhould in- 
terpoſe for one man, they oinnot deliver him in ſome caſes, 
Nay, 2. A man's own Holineſs, Prayers, Piety, in ſome ca · 
fes cannot deliver a choice Saint out of God's Hands, eſpe- 
cially as to temporal deliverance; Moſes himſelf muſt not 
go in Candan, not Aan. Some make this tu be the ſence of 
this Text, [ Now mea quidem inregritas facit ; at { bac plaga Ji. 
serer]; It is not my own Integrity that can free me from 
the Stroke of God's Hand: Tho I be not wicked, yet am 
not exempted from Aſſliction; no, nor any good man upon 
Earth; A things come alike to all ; the beit men may be 
ſadlieſt ——, : Waters of a fali cup are wrung on? to them, 
they have bees chaftenedevery morning: It's no fipgnof God's 
Hatred, but rather of his Love, to correct his deareſt Chil- 
dren, yea, to ſtrike them with death. It's true, Riꝑhteouſ- 
neſs deliveretb from death, but not from natural, but ſpiri- 
tual and eternal death. Mee my ſervant i dead > Tour Fa- 
thers, where are theyand the Prophets? do they live for ever? 
we muſt needs dye. It is the Royal Stature of Heaven: mens 
Holineſs and believing prayers cannot ſecurethem from this 
Stroke, as daily Experience teſtifies. - - 
4820 Head is, the Reaſons why and whence it is that none 
can deliver out of the Hands of God. 
1. From GOD's Soveraigmty and Man's SubjeQtion ; Ho 
Kingdom ruleth over all, He is Supremit Lord and Law-giver 
to the vaſt Univerſe; cekſtial and terreſtrial, yea, inſer- 


nal] 


A Funeral SERMON. 
aal Creatures are under his command and eontroul ; God 
put the greate(t Monarch on Earth {oven years Apprentice 


to the Beaſts of the Earth, to learn this great Leſſon of the 


Almighty's Soveraignty, Daw. 4. 35. Al the inhabitants of 
the earth are reputed as nothing: None can ſay unto him, ul it 
doeſt thou ? Things muſt be as Ged orders them. 

2. From GOD's power and Man's weaknefs. God is the 
Almighty ; this is his eſſential Property, whereby he can 
do all things; He created this Werld, hangeth the Earth 
2 nothing, and will burn it at the laſt day ; he upholds 
all things with the Word of his power, and can diſſolve all in 
an inſtane; and I ho is able ro fland before him? Behold, the 
nations are 45 4 drop of abucket : yea, all nations before him 


are 45 nothing, yea, leſs rban nothing, and vanity , Who can 


reſiſt kim ? 

3. From the Holineſs of GOD and Sin of Man. God is 
glorious in Holineſs, The Lord is rig hteous in all his mays, and 
holy in all bis works, Never e of the Sons of Men 
challenge him for an irregular act from the be inning of 


the World to chis day; all that have knoyn God, have yin- | 


dicated him, and condemned themfelyes ; God i righteous, 
but Man is puniſhed for his Sins. As Sinners cannot reſcue 
out of God's Hands, io, if they judge aright, they would 
aot deliver themſelves, but fay as Dawzad, uon, O Lord, that 
thy N are rig hi, and that thou in fait hiſulne ſs haſt offlje 

fed me. | ; — 8 
4. From the Wiſdom of GOD, and Man's Foolifhnefs. 
Alas, what would Man doe with him{elf, if he were able 
to reſcue himfelf out of Cod's Hands? Cannot God diſpoſe 
of him better than he can do of himſelf? Is not his prder- 
ſtanding infinite Cannot God extract a medicinal Cup out 
of Poiton, and make the Wort things work for the greateſt 
good to his Childrena? God is good to all, abundant in 
Goodneſs and ruth, and He doth good to them that be good ; 
yea, he doth good ov the moſt unlikely means, he chaſtens 
his, that he May luuubie c lem, prove them, te 4 them 2004 iu 
D 2 the 
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. mb A Qion, andadvancing us by his right hand. This makes Da- 


the later end. It were but madneſs then for a fooliſh man. 

to deſire a deliverance out of the hands of ſuch a God, whoſe 

Works are wrought in number, weight, and meaſure, and. 

diſpoſerh all things to the beſt. | Y 
Uſe x. Of Doctrine to inform us, 

1. That there is a God againſt Atheiſts, who ſay i» their 
hearts, there is no God; yea, ſome ſay it with their Tongues, 
and alas, too too many fay it in their Lives. It's a proud 
Pharaoh that ſaith. who is the Lord > I know not the Lord, that 
I ſhould let Iſrael go, 1 mill not let Iſrael go; but God will 
make him know his Power and Juſtice before he hath done 
with him; yea, the ſtouteſt Devils in Hell feel his Hand, 
and cannot but believe there is a God, for none can deliver 
them out of his Hand: There's no Atheiſts in Hell, whate 
ever there may be on Earth. | 

2. That God alone is abſolute Soveraign over the whole 
Univerſe, he alone rules the World, he hath a Chain that 
binds Men and Devils ; Men may contradict his comman- 
ding Will, none can contradict his diſpoſing and puniſhing 
Will; #ho would not fear thee, O King of Nations! God 1s 
abſolute Lord, all Creatures are his Subjects; God works 
immediately or mediately, and when he uſeth means, it is 
not [ propter defectum ſue Virtutis] ſed propter abundantiam 
ſuæ bonitatis] for want of power in him, but his Goodneſs 
to us, to communicate Dignity to the Creatures in their in- 
ſtrumentality; for there's no reſtraint to the Lord, to ſave by 
many or by few, by any or by no Inſtruments at all. 

3. That it's wonderful Condeſcention that the great God 


will concern himſelf about ſorry Man, who humbleth himſelf 


to behold things in Heaven, and in the Earth. what is man, that 
thou fhouldſt mag nifie him, and that thou ſhouldſt ſet thine heart 


' #pon him? Wherein? in viſiting and trying him. Its an act 


of God's care and faithfulneſs, when God will take the pains 
to whip us rather than forſake us; we are beholden to him 
for a Rod of Love, much more for deliverance out of AMi- 


id 
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i twice break out into this exclamation, What is man, 

bat thou art mindful of him, and takeſt knowledge of bim? 
4. Adore we the intinite Grace of God and Chrilt in tre 

lleiſed Goſpel contrivance; Man had fold himſelf to Sin, 

aran, but Jeſus Chriſt came to deliver ſuch forlorn Cap- 

ives by price and by power, by the price of his Blood and 

he power of his Spirit; thus Jeſus delivers fouls from the 1 Theſ. 1. 10. 

rath to come; he is mighty to ſave; read I/. 50. 1. 9. 53. — me 

0 63. I, 2. He leads captivity captive, in his Aſcenſion, yea, 

n his loweſt ſtate of Humiliation; even on the croſs he ſpoi- ' 
d principalities and powers, and mates a ſhew of them openly, 8 1 

riumphing over them in it, Col. 2. 15. All the Devils in Hell | | 


annot keep a poor Child of Electing Love, whom God will 

et at liberty; and none can deliver out of God's hands but i 
hriſt: Oh, admire the Love of God in this Redeemining I it 

ove, which brings along with it temporal Bleſſings and „ 

deliverance z for this man ſball be the peace, when the Aſſyri: 1! [i 

aſball come into cur land, Micah 5. 5, 6, 7. | 44148 

24 Uſe is, of Conviction, in reſpect, 1. of Public . | 

. Perſonal Caſes; WK. rBrbes 44. a 
1. As to Publick Affairs, that refer to Church and State. 

f God deliver us over into the hands of our Enemies, tho 

hey be but wounded Men, they ſhall prevail: if Men re- | 

e to drink of this Cup, the Lord of Hoſts faith, Ye {ball Jer. 25 28. 

ertaznly drink: It's not valiant Armies, numerous Forces, or 

igh Fortifications that can ſecure us from Inundations of 

Divine Wrath: God puts a People to ſhame and ſilence for 

heir Sin: we may pleaſe our ſelves with Power and Poli - 

y, they are inſignificant things againſt Divine Vengeance. 
nere is a ſeaſon when « Nations Iniquity is full, then they 8 

nuſt be deſtroy d, and none can deliver: When the Ephah 244 

full, the talent of Lead is clapt on its mouth, and the wings 

uTy it into its proper place of irrevocable Deſtruction. 

las, Iniquity abounds, Love decays, there's few Interceſ- 

ors, much Confidence in an Arm of Fleſh, great Ingratitude ii 

nder former Deliverances ; God may juſtly ſay, I wil deli- Joſti-10: W 1 

| . . Joſh 10. 1323 
en no more WE may be very jealous. 2. As 2 


Jer. 8. . > 
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A Funeral SERMON. 
F . N to partigular Souls; let graceleſs Sinners trembleÞi 
Pfal. 50. 22. O conſider, poor Sinner, that forgetreſt God, loſt le tear za 


| Heb. 10.31. 2 and there be none to deltuer; it's « fearful thing tf 
fall into the hands of flaming Tuſtice-There are theſe ten conlif, 


dexations that lock in the unconverted Sinner underWrait 
| I, Aus Sin left you Priſoners in the Hand of Juſtice 
By Nature you are children of wrath, 2. Every Act of Sin (jnki 
| Eph. 2. 3. you deeper, binds you faſter in this low Dungeon; Thi 
) Pager of ſin is death. 3. Satan is God's Jaylor, dragging yaoi 
li | Rom 6. 23. to Bim, and executing the Sentence of Death at laſt. 4. JI 
118 Gong 23% righteous Law of God confirms the Sentence and Exc 
1 ig we are ſhut an ard kept priſcaers under the law. 5. He 
f 
' 


Gal. 3. 22,23 the Goal where Sinners are kept as tormented Prifonc 
War 2. 26 Hil they have paid the an, Parthing. 6. Death opens tip 
——_ Door to Sinners admiſſion into that woful ſtate, and ſnui er 
the Door of Hope. 9. Souls in that ſtate are together widf® 
Devils reſerved is chains of darkneſs, to the judgment of 
great azy. 8. Sinners may be gaſt into this miſerable D 
B unawares, and die with a (ye in their right hand. g. No 


Jude 5. 


| ta442: butChriſtcan reſcue Sinners out of the hands of Fuftice,ar 
1H tut ſlate at ita gloriom liberty. 10. None are redeemed bi 
Dor. 1. 13. Chriſt, but ſucnᷣ as are lanctifiedand purified ts himſe , at 

| Tit. 2. 14. cy{:4x people,2o8lews of goed works, Oh cken, if all this be iri 

ht will became of paor, graceięis, Chriilllels Sinnes 

Heaven is ſhut upon you, Kell is gapiag for you, and 

Luke 16. 25 nee damned, for ever damned, for chiere's a great guli 
ed, and theres noefcaping out ot thatinfernal Lake: O. 

uners is Zion were afraid, that fear fulneſs would ſurprict 1 

Ih. 33-16: Anpocrites, which ui prevent their falling inte this aewuurith 

pre, thete cverlaſting burnings. Lord, open :angcrs Ef, 

and turn them from darkneſs tolight, and from the pours 

A 25.16 Satan 10 Gad, that they may receive forgiventſs of ſias, aud ett: 

val inber it ance. | | dub] 

34 Ute is, of tffreFion & Exhortation,a to Sinners, 2. ain 

ö 1. Examin your ſtate, O conſider whoſe hands you are 

qou are in the hands either of id or the Devil, of _ * 

ö un BY 


A Fra SERMON; iy” 
tofiftice. Lord, open theeyes of theſe mer, that they may fee. Ohthat 2 Kin. C. 20 
u could ſee your danger, and eſcape ir z tte diſtovery of danger 
in of ſtep towards a Remedy: Poor Sinner, thou art in inviſible * 
eins, Satan holds his black hand over thine Eyes : Awake e bon WIT 
Son. , Reepeſt and Coriſt jhall give thet Light. OS _ 21 gr. 6. 

2. Obſerve the Spirits motions operations: when a light mines h. 5+ 14 
ice the Priſon, obſerve if whether the Angel of the Lord do not g 12.7 
Inte thee on the fide, and raiſe thee up; oll, follow him, and ha 
airs will fall off : M. ho can tell, but if thou own the next grac 
motion, but it may fet theea ſtep nearer God? Oh, quench not 
ſpirit,com ply with divine calls, put your hand into God's hand, 1 Thef . f. 19 
a he will lead you towards himſelf. e 5 5 | 
dau ;. Renounce #1 Sin: The thront of iniquity harh mn „ Pſal. 94+ 20» 
100864 Godrwaſh yok, make you Clear, put away yt ur doings oin of hi ſight, Ia. ts 36, 10 
enen come near to God, and you ſhall be familiar with him,and _ IS: 
ured in the hollow of his hand: ſhall a ſon! fin in God's hand ? 
eendeayonrs to cut down the Bongh whereon he ſtands; you 
naot ſerve 2 eee * * 1 | 
$4. Give up your elves to the Lord, ur f with Fr , 
rd, firſt your fouls, then your bodies, 4 Iirbmepfuf Ri Rom 6. 4 
eſs: you cannot expect that God ſhould take you ihto his x 
you have put your ſelves into his hands. David practiſech ix: 
thy hands I commend my ſpirit; Peter requires it, Let che» th pfal 
Fer according to the will of Gad, ommir the lerping of their "ſouls td | — 
in well doing, as to @ faithful Creator, r.. 9 
un. A word or two to God's Children, '1/?, ſuch as are under 
eds Hand; 20h, or delivered. ts | ONT 
ane if, if you be under God's Hand of Affliction, and fee not how: 
and pu can be delivered, 8 
alt Bf 1. Do not deſpond, ſay not as David, I ſuall one day periſh, put on 
© chvence; let it have its perfect work, look through the thick Cloud; 1 Sam. 23. 
de 1h tencbras ſpero lucem. | | 
al, Own God's Hand, lay it not on Inſtruments: ſo did Job, 
a * * taken away ; juſtifie Godin all; it is fit it es 
3. Deſire rather God's Hand may be ſanctified than removed: 
more to be fitted for deliverance than releaſed from the 
duble; precipitate not your Mercies. 8 | 
4. Get faſter hold of God by Faith and Prayer; ſay as Fob, Tho 
/me, yer I will truſt in him; ſt ill own him as a Father, and He 
own you as a Child: Glo ie God in the fire. 
adly, To yau that are delivered, I might add, | 
1» Give God the Praiſevf your deliverance; ſo did David, Pſ. 30. 
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„s. - gen e and ary hou let your Lives be — Biblecs live 
4 A Perſons raiſed from the dead. 
Ag | "A Long to be with God in Heaven; not ſo much to he tots 
: » f freed from the Lord's Hand of Aiction, as to be in his Boſom 
: immediate communion. | 
4th Uſe is, of Conſolation to God's Children; tho' God's Ha 
> heavy upon you, and none can deliver you dut of it, yer, 1, He 
8 Father ſtill, tho' offended; not a fin-revenging Judge; in this lat 
8 TT | Ararat ul, in Leh former e 2 Sam. 24. 
with 16. 3 1. His whipping, as a Father, is a Branch of 

ene Tot prom 2. As none can deliver you out of his correcti 
ſo none can pluck you out of his affecting Hand: Our Le 

us teſtifies this both of himſelf and his Father, who is grez 

i 1520 all, DF 10.28,29. 3-While you are in His Hand you are 
een * FEN off you, Tou are græven upon the palms of | 
: J ba. 49.16, God t akes ſpecial care of you in his Providend 
* 1 . out of God's Hand of Affliction, de: 

90 1 : there's two choice Cordials in 1 Cor, x. 
2 you ſhall ede to bear your aſtict ian; zdly, That in d 

you ſhall han way way to eſcape. 

Aas conclude'thed, You C bilaren 758045 be animated and great 
ad in your Sufferings, or for God; tho? they | 
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d will, and you may ſay as the three Childien, Dau. 3 17. 1 

i be A God 2 is able to deliver us from the — * 

Fnac aud he will deliver ns out. of ti hand, O Kin j Bop e L 

6 1 1 221 will deſix irec you hy bis Hande of Mercy, out of che Hand of Juſti 

. 14. 15 yea, from every evil work of ſin in your ſouls, damagin in, „and ſinſ 

Contrivencesof Men, and mii preſerve. you unto bis heaven ly king di 

Study the Promiſes reflect on Exper ences, live by Faith 7 — — 
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